
CSCW 325 - Graphic Texts: 
Looking at Text and Image Combined.

Fall 2013

Instructor: Janice Lee   /   jlee@calarts.edu
Class: WED 4:10PM - 6PM (D309)  /  Office Hours: By APPT (WED)

class website: graphictexts2013.tumblr.com

Course Description:
If every picture tells a story, and if all writing is visual, what kinds of truth can we conjure when 
we combine images with text and when we blur distinctions? This class will study various kinds of 
graphic texts in which visual design and illustration do as much work to perform narrative as does the 
language.  We will look beyond traditional text on the page format and emphasize visual aspects of 
literary creation. For example, topics will include: comics and graphic novels, digital literature, asemic 
writing, graphic design, games, maps, and more. This semester, students will interact in a collaborative 
atmosphere by creating individual blogs for the classes where all assignments will be posted and 
discussion will be encouraged. Together, we will look at modes of reading interactive image/word 
meaning-systems, do creative writing exercises, critically look at concepts and methodologies, and 
puzzle-over creative and theoretical works.

If writing is language and language is desire and longing and suffering, and it is capable of  great passion 
and also great nuances of passion- the passion of the mind, the passion of the body- and if syntax reflects 

state of desire, is hope, is love, is sadness, is fury ... if the motion of line is about desire and longing and 
want; then why when we write, when we make shapes on paper, why then does it so often look like the 

traditional straight models?... (Carole Maso)

Goals:
Students will new learn ways of engaging with the world around us. They will confront ideas of multiple 
selves, how identity is constructed in art, and how narrative can be manifested in different ways. They 
will learn to find the reading instructions in an artwork and learn to read them, as well as learn how to 
include these “reading instructions” in their own work. The availability of tools and artistic options will 
increase, and students will gain the theory and background to understand the various methodologies 
of different genres of work, strengthening a critical, interdisciplinary process. They will learn how to 
both critically analyze other artists’ works, but also obtain the language to talk about their own work.  
The course will also generate a more permanent interest in critically looking at one’s surroundings 
and to question different image / word relationships. Via theme, syntax, methodology, and structure, 
students will looks at works that provide counter-narratives or alternate narratives to a variety of 
dominating discourses as well. Students will re-create their own perspectives through their work, and 
learn to critically engage with various systems of thought while developing their own artistic practice. 
Additionally, this semester students will be required to maintain their own blogs for the class where 
they will post their assignments and share insights on the readings.



Class Components:

•Student Blog:  Students will all start and maintain their own Tumblr blogs for the duration of the class. 
(Even if students have preexisting blogs, they will create a new one dedicated solely to this class.) 
Students will follow the central class blog as well as the blogs of all the other students in the class. 
Students will be required to participate (as detailed in following sections) by posting weekly assignments 
on their blogs, by commenting on class readings, and by participating in online discussion.

•Weekly Readings:  All readings are REQUIRED, unless otherwise noted. It is the student’s responsibility 
to stay up to date on readings for the class. Participation in discussions is required, and not doing 
the readings will greatly hinder many of the class activities. Students are encouraged to post any 
additional relevant materials to share with the class, thoughtful questions, and ideas. 

•Weekly Assignments: Weekly creative assignments related to the readings will be given regularly. 
These assignments will usually be started in class and can be finished at home to be turned into the 
instructor upon completion. All assignments will be turned in by being posted to the student’s blog. 
These assignments must be posted and count towards the final grade. If you are absent, it is your 
responsibility to find out if any assignments were missed or to check the website for assignment 
guidelines.

•Reading Responses: Students will respond to the weekly readings by posting a critical response 
to their blog BEFORE class discussion. Students should also feel free to include questions for the 
class brought up by the weekly readings. Do no simply summarize the readings. Do not “review” 
the readings. The reading responses should indicate a critical and thoughtful engagement with the 
work. 

•Groups: You will be assigned a group on the first day of the class. Some of the creative assignments 
will involve some collaboration with your group members. We will also have a limited number of 
workshops for your creative work. These will be conducted within your small groups as well.

When workshops are scheduled, you should bring copies of your piece to class the week before, or 
email your group members. Read the pieces before the workshop date. You must bring a one-page 
written critique that incorporates ideas talked about in class to be turned into your group member 
AND the instructor.

•Final Project:  The final project will be an expansion on one of the creative assignments, with an 
accompanying critical explanation. Students will also present their final project to the class at the end 
of the semester. Because a traditional page limit will probably not apply for most of the final projects 
in this class, use your own judgment as to the scope, size, extent of the project. 
 - If possible, students must post their final project on their blogs. If this is not possible due 
 to the medium or other reason, basic documentation will suffice and the actual project 
 should be brought to class on the due date.
 - The critical explanation will be 950 - 1500 words (approx 3-5 double spaced pages). This 
 will be posted to the student’s blog. 
 - I will look at a rough draft of the project and provide feedback if you wish, as long as you 
 provide me with materials at least 2 weeks before your due date.  



CalArts Grading Policy / Absences:
CalArts does not grade on the A-F scale.  We grade using:
 • High Pass (HP): Passing with Excellence
 • Pass (P): Passing with Quality
 • Low Pass (LP): Passing
 • Incomplete (I): Temporary evaluation. Through agreement between student and instructor, Incompletes must be made up 
     during the following semester.  Incomplete evaluations not made up within the specified period of time will convert to NC. 
 • No Credit (NC): Work did not meet the criteria for credit. “NC” evaluations may not be converted to credit bearing grades 
     except by petition to the deans council initiated by the instructor of the class or, in the instructor’s absence, the dean of the 
     school offering the course.

The following changes to the grading policy will go into effect for all students beginning Fall 2013:
	 •	NC	(no	credit)	grades	will	appear	on	a	student’s	permanent	academic	record	
	 •	NX	(insufficient	attendance)	grades	will	no	longer	be	used
	 •	Withdrawal	Period	will	be	extended	until	the	10th	week	of	the	semester

NC grades must appear on external records to ensure accurate reporting to peer institutions and for financial aid reporting. While CalArts 
does not use a Grade Point Average (GPA) as part of its marking system, the following formula will be used for external purposes: HP 
=4.00, P=3.00, LP=2.00, NC=0.00. 

Students will no longer receive NX grades, but the longer withdrawal period (through the 10th week of the semester) will provide an 
option for students to exit a course without receiving a failing grade. To drop a course during the extended withdrawal period, a student 
will obtain the Course Withdrawal form from the Registrar’s Office, consult with his or her mentor, obtain the course instructor’s signature 
verifying the last date of attendance, and return the form to the Registrar’s Office. The course will remain on the student’s record with a 
“W” grade, but the grade of “W” will have no effect on the grade point average.  

If	a	student	misses	more	than	3	sessions	of	class	and	does	not	pursue	the	withdrawal	option,	a	NC	will	be	given	
and	will	appear	on	external	records.

To read the revised Grading Policy in its entirety as well as frequently asked questions, go to:
https://my.calarts.edu/policy/3-1-8-1-grading-policy-beginning-fall-2013 

Change of Grade:
In the interests of operating an equitable grading system, Critical Studies stringently enforces CalArts’ change of grade policy. Students 
have one semester upon receiving an “Incomplete” grade to make up any missing coursework and/or projects. If this work has not 
been completed by the end of the semester, the Incomplete converts automatically to a “No Credit.” After that time, changes require the 
approval of Deans Council. Deans Council will approve such grade changes only in the case of extreme, extenuating circumstances or 
in cases of administrative/faculty error. 

Attendance / Participation:
Regular attendance is expected. While you are allowed to miss 3 classes, remember that your 4th absence will result in an 
NC grade (see details above). Arriving more than 20 min. late to section will be marked as an absence.

It is a courtesy to let your instructor know about an unavoidable absence ahead of time, if at all possible. If you must leave 
a session early for any reason, you will be asked to sign a sheet giving an explanation and this will be verified with your 
mentor/school.   

You are also expected to participate and contribute to class discussions. Class participation will factor into your 
overall grade. Remember, class participation will not be possible without keeping up with weekly readings and 
staying on top of all assignments.

Your participation grade will factor both your IN-CLASS and ONLINE participation.



Grading Breakdown: (Approximate)

In-Class Participation / Attendance    20%
Online Participation & Reading Posts    20%
Creative Assignments & Workshop Submissions  20%
Workshop Participation & Written Responses   15%
Final Project, Essay, & Presentation   25%

Services for Students with Disabilities:
CalArts will provide reasonable accommodations to students with disabilities who have registered with the Student Affairs office. 
Registration with the Office of Student Affairs is on a voluntary, self-identifying basis. Services are available only after a student has 
presented certified, current documentation of the disability from an appropriate medical or educational specialist, and this documentation 
has been reviewed and accepted as complete. Please go to http://calarts.edu/student-services/disabilities for extensive information on 
services for students with disabilities.

Plagiarism:

Critical Studies endeavors to teach students the essential skills and basic ethics involved in any academic enquiry. To this end, we are 
committed to observing the policy on plagiarism set out in the CalArts Course Catalog. This stipulates that plagiarism is the use of ideas 
and/or quotations (from the internet, books, films, television, newspapers, articles, the work of other students, works of art, media, etc.) 
without proper credit to the author/artist. Critical Studies holds to the view that plagiarism constitutes intellectual theft and is a serious 
breach of acceptable conduct. It is also the policy of CalArts that students who misrepresent source material as their own original work 
and fail to credit it have committed plagiarism and are subject to disciplinary action. In the case of Critical Studies, any student caught 
plagiarizing will immediately be given a ‘no credit’ for that class.  The student will not be allowed to re-write the paper, and if there is further 
evidence of plagiarism, Critical Studies will recommend more severe disciplinary action, including suspension or dismissal. If you have any 
questions regarding plagiarism or want direction on how to credit source material, ask the member of faculty and refer to reference guides 
on permanent reserve in the CalArts library. The CalArts reference librarians may be able to offer additional information as well.



CSCW325 Graphic Texts

CLASS SCHEDULE:  

Week	1	(9/11):	Introduction	

Week	2	(9/18):	Mapping	As	Metaphor
 - Maps Are Territories (excerpt) p1-3 by David Turnbull (W)
 - You Are Here: Personal Geographies... by Katherine Harmon (exerpt) (W)
 - A Map of the World: According to Illustrators & Storytellers Ed. Antonis Antoniou (exerpt) (W)

Week	3	(9/25):	NO	CLASS
 - No class will be held but check the website for the weekly assignment.
 - Begin reading Big Questions for Week 5

Week	4	(10/2):	Understanding	Comics
 - Understanding Comics (Chapter 3 + 4) by Scott McCloud (W)
 - “Scott McCloud on Comics” TED video (W)

Week	5	(10/9):	A	Graphic	Novel
 - Big Questions by Anders Nilsen (B)

Week	6	(10/16):	Points	of	View	/	Workshop
 - excerpt from Clairvoyant Journal by Hannah Weiner (W)
 - “The House of Illnesses” (excerpt) by Unica Zurn (W)
 - “What Remains” (excerpt) by Helen Kim (W) 

Week	7	(10/23):	A	Humument	
 - A Humument by Tom Phillips (W)

Week	8	(10/30):	Asemic	Writing
 - Codex Seraphinianus by Luigi Serafini (Complete Text) (W)
 - “Codex Seraphinianus, Hallucinatory Encyclopedia” by Peter Schwenger (W)

Week	9	(11/6):	Galerie	de	Difformite	(Part	1)	/	Workshop
 - Galerie De Difformite by Gretchen Henderson (B)

Week	10	(11/13):	Galerie	de	Difformite	(Part	2)	
 - Galerie De Difformite by Gretchen Henderson (B) 

Week	11	(11/20):	Infographics	&	Timelines	/	Workshop
 - Visual.ly - Visualizations & Infographics (Browse) (W) 
 - Envisioning Information by Edward Tufte (excerpt) (W)
 - Cartographies of Time: A History of the Timeline (excerpt) (W)



Week	12	(11/27):	NO	CLASS
 - Have a great holiday break!

Week	13	(12/4):	Final	Presentations.

Week	14	(12/11):	Final	Presentations.

[Changes may be made to the readings - check the class site for the most recent updates, links, 
& assignments]

(W) = Text is available online or as PDF on class website. Check class site for links.
(B) = A required book that you need to purchase and bring to class.

REQUIRED	BOOKS	(PURCHASE):

 -  Galerie de Difformite by Gretchen E. Henderson (&NOW Books)
  - Amazon $11 - 15
   (http://www.amazon.com/Galerie-Difformite-Gretchen-Henderson/dp/0982315635)

  - Northwestern University Press $15
  (http://www.nupress.northwestern.edu/DistributedPressTitles/tabid/91/title/tabid/68/Default.aspx?ISBN=978-0-9823156-3-7)

 -  Big Questions by Anders Nilsen (Drawn & Quarterly)
  - Amazon $8 - 45
   (http://www.amazon.com/Big-Questions-Anders-Nilsen/dp/1770460470)

  - Drawn & Quarterly $45
  (http://www.drawnandquarterly.com/)


